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the whole cloak for himself, saying, " I have myself seen miraculous cures
performed by his girdle, which I already possess." In his presence the
saint restored the use of speech to a girl that was dumb. On Ash-
Wednesday in 1171, St Peter being at the Cistercian abbey of Mortemer,
in the diocese of Rouen, the King of England came thither with his whole
court and received ashes from his hands. The archbishop prevailed on
the two kings to put an end to their differences by a treaty of peace, and
to procure councils to be assembled in their dominions, in which Alexander's
title should be solemnly recognised. The holy man hereupon returned to
his church, but was some time after sent again by the pope to the King of
England to endeavour to compose the difference between him and his
son; but his journey had not the desired effect. He fell sick on his return
and died the death of the just, at Bellevaux, a monastery of his Order in
the diocese of Besan^on, in 1174, being seventy-three years old. He was
canonized by Pope Celestine III in 1191. See his life, written nine years
after his death by Geoffrey, some time his companion, and afterwards
Abbot of Hautecombe, by the order of Pope Lucius III. See also
Le Nain, t. ii. p. 83.

The following feasts are celebrated on May 8 :

THE APPARITION OF ST MICHAEL, one of the three archangels particularly distinguished in
Holy Scripture: ST GYBRIAN or GOBRIAN, of Ireland, priest, who died at a great age in the
eighth century: ST PETER, Archbishop of Tarentaise : ST ODRIAN, Bishop and titular saint of
Waterford : ST VICTOR, an illustrious martyr, beheaded at Milan in 303 : and ST WIRO, a holy
Irish bishop in the seventh century to whom Prince Pepin of Herstal often repaired barefooted
to confess his sins.
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From his own works, and other monuments of that age. See Gregory of Caesarea, who writ his
life in 940 ; Hermant; Tillemont, t. ix.; Ceillier, t. vii.; also the life of this saint, compiled
from his works by Baronius, published by Alberici, in an appendix to the life and letters
of that cardinal, in 1759, t. ii.]

ST GREGORY who, from his profound skill in sacred learning, is surnamed
the Theologian, was a native of Arianzum, an obscure village in the terri-
tory of Nazianzum, a small town in Cappadocia not far from Csesarea,
His parents are both honoured in the calendars of the church: his father
on the ist of January and his mother Nonna on the jth of August. She
drew down the blessing of heaven upon her family by most bountiful and
continual alms-deeds, in which she knew one of the greatest advantages
of riches to consist; yet, to satisfy the obligation of justice which she
owed to her children, she by her prudent economy improved at the same
time their patrimony. The greatest part of her time she devoted to holy
prayer; and her respect and attention to the least thing which regarded